Feb 17, 09, 4:06pm   Rich will be having his third ear operation on his ear on Thursday and will be discharged for just a few days back to St. Joseph's for just a few day's for recovery than back to Barrow's ....He will at that time be going back to Barrow's for the rest of his re-hab ...I think we are looking at 6-8 weeks or maybe longer ...not sure at this point.  Rich's state of mind is pretty good ...He has accepted the fact that he is paralyzed but doesn't like it ....We do have a horse trailer for sale so if anyone is looking let us know ....It hauls 3 horses and has the cowboy living quarters ....Sundowner ...I will get pictures of it and more details and post it if anyone is interested.  The posting from Rich by the way was in Rich's own words.  He has a buddy in New York that is building him a state of the art computer.  It will have Skype on it so if you have an acct with skype ....post it ...plus it will be voice activated ....Pretty cool stuff.  Please feel free to visit Rich at the hospital because he loves the company and hates being alone.  This has been very hard on him and all that is close to him.  It's postings in this web site and the visitors that is getting him through this and he is talking real clear now and his memory is back.

After surgery on Thursday they will be removing the final trech from his throat and hopefully he can start eating real food ...he's lost a few pounds but still looks good.  If you can't visit please feel free to call me on my cell and if I am at the hospital I can hold the phone up to his ear to say hello.  Usually in the evenings after 5:00 or most the days on weekends.  Our thoughts and prayers also go out to everyone else that has had an injury on the site also.

 

Sincerely and hope to hear from you. 

Cathy  

Feb 13, 09, 12:27pm   Rich had early AM surgery today ....He had his tube removed from his throat and they put in a trek to control all the secretions and they put in a feeding tube ...His condition is stable and he's alert ....They have him off of most the heavy drugs ...He's doing well.  Thank you to all of you on the board postings   I cry every time I read them ...tears of Joy of course 
Feb. 14, 09  3:25pm   Today is Saturday    Valentines Day ..... Rich is doing pretty good today....For the first time he was able to view the web site that Jana designed for him.  We had to do it in two stages because he got so emotional that his breathing became rapid ...He was so touched by it.  It was a nice reminder for him to let him know how many lives he has touched.  Please keep the postings coming and pictures if you have them.  He loves it and I will keep my lap top in his room at the hospital so he has a way to view it daily if he chooses to do so.  All of you have been great and hopefully soon you may visit him over at the Barrows institute on Thomas Rd.  Some of the hospital staff viewed it last night so they have a pretty good idea what their patient is all about.  A very special guy in so many ways.  Dan, he loved the pics of Gun smoke and conveyed his thanks ....he still can't talk, however he gets his point across.  Thank you for all the cards we have received in the hospital also.  Well that's it for today.
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart to all of you, 
Cathy
Feb. 17, 09   Rich will be moved to the Select Specialty Hospital at St. Joseph's Medical Center until the trek is removed.  He can not go to Barrow's with a trek.  The address is 350 W. Thomas, Phoenix, Arizona

 

3rd Floor in the Main Building  Visiting hours are from 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM.  This facility is located right next door to the Barrow's Institute  It's the old and original part of St. Joseph's.  The phone # is 602-406-6888.

 

If things go as planned he will be there by tonight February 18th ....  Once again   Thank you for all of your support. 

Cathy
Feb. 18, 09  He can not go to re-hab at Barrow's until he is off of the ventilator.  They will accept him with a trek.  I visited him yesterday, Tuesday the 17th and he was having a pretty good day.  This was his first day in the new facility and he is starting to get his memory back.  I spoke to him in detail about the accident and now he was a better understanding of where he's at and what's in store.  Once again I want to thank everyone for the postings and kind words of inspiration.  I've been with Rich for 4 years and I know he will overcome this and take it on head first.  He just doesn't realize it yet, but he will in time.  Hopefully he will be off the ventilator soon and who ever wants to visit him can.  Right now all he can do is move his lips and if you can read lips than you are doing better than me.  He's had a lot of support from family and friends.  I will keep you updated the best I can on his progress.

 

Cathy 
Feb. 23, 09  Today is February 23 From Cathy


The Doctor just called me to inform me that Rich is doing pretty good. They are down sizing his trek from a # 8 to a # 6 ....That's a good thing. He will be able to speak more clearly and more often and it won't be painful for him and they are moving the ventilator machine out of his room which this means that he is officially off the ventilator. He had to be vent free for 72 hours before they would consider it a done deal. Rich from here will be in more aggressive treatments involving speech therapy and getting his lungs cleared up for good so he may start eating normal food ...YEA on that ...he misses eating regular food. It is now day 20 that he has been in the hospital. I will keep the updates as they change.

 

Also if you are sending cards:  To be on the safe side send them directly to Rich's house and I will in turn take them to the hospital.  Once again,    Thank you for all of your prayers and support.

 

Richard Semer

4415 East Jaeger Rd

Phoenix, Arizona 85050
March 05, 09  Today is Thursday March 5   Rich is leaving the Select Unit Hospital to go to St. Joesph hospital to have his second surgery on his right side.  We are hoping at this point that the first surgery took and he is able to keep the ear.  As far as Rich goes his heath is improving everyday.  Lungs are clearing up and once again they have removed him from the ventilator.  His spirits are for the most part pretty good and he is getting his memory back and he is remembering visits and conversations that he has had with me.  We have all been so worried for him and I have practically become a live fixture at the hospital.  If everything in consideration at this point moves smoothly he will be headed to Barrows soon.  We know his new room will be in St. Joseph ... the newer part of the hospital.  If that changes I will let you all know.  Once again thank you for all of your support and hopefully soon you see a message in here from Rich.  He misses everyone, his horse and his dogs.  He is ready to come home.
Sincerely,  Cathy

March 08, 09  Hey, Rich is doing better. He was moved into St.Joseph's on the fifth floor in neurology in room 22. This is an improvement because it is one step closer to Barrows actually it is in Barrows just not in the rehab area. He is in a much nicer room and is ready to have guests visit him. We will tell you more updates when he moves again which will be quite soon! Rich would love to see all of you!
March 9th, 09  Wow ...I can't seem to keep up with all the room changes.  As of today Rich will be moving over to the Barrow's Rehab center.  This is what we have all been waiting on.  Parking will be in the 3rd Ave parking garage.  Call Barrow's to get the room # ...and he will welcome anyone that wants to visit.  This has been a very frightening experience for Rich so he loves company.  I'll keep you posted on the progress.  The typical stay at the Barrow's institute will be 6-8 weeks according to the Doctor.  We shall see.   Thank you
March 27th, 09  Hello Everyone,  The date today is March 27 .....52 days in the hospital ...Almost 2 full months.  For starters he is back in Barrows Rehab Room 31  Same room that he had before.  

Well ...Good news for everyone ...especially Rich ....Yesterday he had his first meal.  He had ground chicken with mashed potatoes, tomato soup, orange juice and pureed sweet potatoes (Which he hated by the way)  I went into the cafeteria and brought him back some salmon and roasted bell peppers which he loved .  Also in addition to finally getting to eat after 2 months he felt a nurses and doctors hands on his feet and I believe one of his ankles.  he is doing so well, his frame of mind is healthy and his body is healing wonderfully.   If you haven't visited Rich and you are planning on it ...now is a great time.  When he gets home we will be having a welcome home party for him and you can only imagine the guest list.  So something to look forward to.  All of your prayers, cards, phone calls and visits are what is responsible for getting Rich through this horrible experience.  He is no longer in that dark place.

Thank you all and God bless
Cathy

April 25th, 09     Hi everyone,  Here is a quick update on Rich.  As of Wednesday they made it kinda official that Rich will be coming home on May 1st ....Kinda scary ...hopefully everything will be ready.  All the letters, emails and visitors is what made it possible for Rich to come home this early.  It made him mentally and physically stronger.  Everyone has been amazing on their support.  In the upcoming weeks there will be dinner parties and other events.  Please feel free to call the house and visit whenever you want.  He loves the company.  When he is home and settles I will be posting all the information on the website.  Rich and I look forward to seeing you all on Saturday and in the future.
Cathy

