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Bob & Jana Morris

A passionate Arizona couple doing great things for the sport.
By Sarah Sayles

ob and Jana Morris want your money.

Oh, they won't ask you outright (although they might try
to sell you something). But spend five minutes talking to
them about the project they've dedicated the last three years
of their lives to, and you'll want to hand it over.

Here’s how it all started.

Six years ago, Bob retired from an oil industry job and the couple
began looking for something they could do together. Jana loved her
horses—she was an avid trail rider—so Bob thought he should learn to
ride and they should find a sport they would both enjoy.

How fortunate that they live in Cave Creek, Arizona!

“That’s how we found out about that first event,” Jana says. A local
shoot was advertised in one of the local papers and they thought it
sounded like fun. One look and both Bob and Jana were hooked.

“I'd been around guns all my life,” says Bob. “But I had only trail
ridden four or five times.” Coming from a territorial Arizona family, he
was intrigued by the aspect of adding riding to something he already

enjoyed, so he took lessons from a barrel racer and got a
shooting horse.

. “The first year I rode every day,” he recalls. Jana went to
Annie Bianco-Ellett to learn to shoot, and the couple got
involved in Arizona’s ACMSA, the largest local club in the
CMSA. Jana, who is a graphic designer, built the association’s
web site and both have been on the board.

“We were having a terrible time finding a place to shoot
around here,” says Bob. He saw that the Game and Fish
Department was working on plans for the Ben Avery facility,
a huge property dedicated to shooting sports, so he went to
a meeting one Saturday. “I walked in and said, ‘Hey, we want
to build a shooting arena here.”

Bob got excited about the idea, in spite of some early
opposition from traditional shooting groups, and he and
Jana opened their home to other mounted shooters to discuss
the idea. That first meeting was very well attended.
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