B-Western Retro!

Making ANOTHER Comeback on the Cowboy Scene

By Ken Amorosano

HE WESTERN SHIRT OR
I the B-Western Shirt as some call

it today is an offshoot of the cos-
tumes worn by America’s famous West-
ern actors beginning in the early 1930’s.
Back then these colorful and distinctly
“Western” shirts were created for actors
such as Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, John
Wayne and Clark Gable by custom tai-
lors like Fay Ward, Nudie Cohn, Nathan
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Turk, and “Rodeo Ben” Lichtenstein.
Unless you were a big star or willing to
part with a big bundle of greenbacks,
these shirts were few and far between. As
the years rolled on, the Western shirt be-
came popular out west as it conveyed the
stature and demeanor of the true Ameri-
can Cowboy. It didn’t take long for cloth-
ing manufacturers to catch the wave and
ride it for more than 75 years. Compa-
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nies like Miller Western Wear, Rock-
mount Ranch Wear, H Bar C, Levi
Strauss & Company, Karman, Inc and
Westmoor manufactured the colorful
and distinctly unique shirts that began
appearing at dude ranches, rodeos and
other western cultural occurrences. Visi-
tors to the “Wild West” from back east
eventually brought the shirts to the big
cities and the colorful fashion trend
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